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and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined not exceeding one thousand 
dollars, or imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding six months, at 
the discretion of the jury." · . 

On motion of Senator Smith, the Senate adjourned until to-morrow 
. morning at 9 o'clock: 

ONE .aUNDRED AND SECOND DAY. 

SENATE CHA~IBER, } 
Ausrrn, TEXAS, August 16, 1876. 

Senate met pursuant to ·adjournment. President pro tern. in the 
chair. Roll called. Quorum present. Prayer by the Chaplain. 

Journal of yesterday adopted. 
Senator Stephens .presented the petition of the Commissioner's Court 

of Bandera county, asking that the County Court law, requiring the 
County Judges to ·keep their offices at the county seat, and to attend 
he same daily, and to not leave the county for rriore than twenty days 

at one time, be changed, as it will prevent frontier counties from getting 
competent men; also, .asking the Legislature to not pass a law permit
ting the taxes of out-county land to be paid anywhere except in the 
counties where the prOJ>erty is situated, giving many reasons therefor . 

. Read and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 1. 
The President pro tem, after reading its caption, signed Senate Bill No. 

275, "An Act to encou~age the construction of railroads in Texas, by 
donations ofland." 

Senator Terrell, Chairman of the Committee on Educn.tion, submitted 
the following report : 

' 
Hon. Wells Thompson, President pro tem. of the Senate : 

Your Committee on Education, to whom was referred Senate Bill No. 
216, "An Act to establish and provide for the support and maintenance 
of an efficient system of public free schools," have had the same under 
consideration, and instru.ct_me to report the same back, with the House 
amendments thereto, and recommend that the Senate concur in said 
amendments. TERRELL, Chairman. 

Senator Stephens, fro:n the Committee on State Affairs, submitted 
the following report : 

Hon. Wells Thompscn, Pre$ident pro tem. of the Senate: 
Your Committee on State Affairs have had under consideration Sen

ate Joint Resolution No. 396, " To authorize the Governor to send a 
committee of three Senators to WhartQn county, to investigate the late 
disturbances in said county," and instruct me to report the same backr 
with the recommendntion that it do not pass. . 

. STEPHENS, far C<Jmmiliee. 
Senator Stephens introduced ·a bill entitled, "A~ Act to repeal S~ction 

6 of nn act to encourage the construction of canals and ditches for nav
igation and irrigation, approved Mn.rch 10, 187 5; and to validate locatioM 
:i.nd surveys within the reservations created by said section." · 

Read by caption, and referred to the Committee on State Affairs_. 
House Bill No.·27, "An Act regulating interest,'' was taken up by the 

President pro tem., nnd referred to the Committee on Finance. . 
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On motion of Senator Edwards, Senator Crain was ·indefinitely".·ex
cused; leave to begin on Saturday next. 

On motion of Senator Ledbetter, the unfinished business, Senate Bill 
No. 217, was .fostponed until to-morrew at 9 o'clock .A.. M., and Senate 
J;lill No. 394, An Act regulating elections," was taken up. 

On motion of Senator Cra.in, the pending bill was temporarily post-
. poned, and Senate Bill No. 137 (the fee bill) was taken up, · 

On motion of Senator McCormick, the Senate refused to concur in 
House amendments, and a Committee of Free Conference waa ordered. 

The President pro t.em. appointed on said committee, Senators McCor-
1)'.lick, Edwards and Crain. . . 
· On motion of Senator Burton, Senate Bill No. 330, "An Act to .pro
vide District and County Surveyors 'vith offices in the various district.a 

. and counties of the Sta.te," was ta.ken up, with House amendments, and 
on motion of Senator Burton, said amendments were concurred in. 
S~nator .Crain, by Jea':e, introduced a bill ent~tled, _"An A~t to amend 

Article 724 of an act entitled, 'An Act to adopt ana establish a · penal 
code for the State of Texas " approved Auguist 28, 1856. 

Read by caption, and referred to Judiciary Committee No. 2. 
Senate Bill No. 394, "An Act to regulate elections,'' being the pend-

ing business, was resumed, and bill read first time. . 
Senator Grace in the chair_ 
On motion of Senator Crain, the rnles were suspended, to place the 

bill on it.a sMond reading, by the following vote : · 
Yus-Senatora Blassingame, Brady, Brown, Crain, Douglass, Ed

wards, Francis, F'ord, Grace, Henry J. R.,Ledbetter, McCormick, McCul
loch, Moore, :M.otley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Storey, Terrell, .Thomp-
son-21. · 

NAYS-None. . 
NOT VOTING-Senators Ball, Burton, Stephens-3. 
Bill read second time. 
On motion of Senator Francis, the amendments of the committee 

were adopted. - . 
Senator Douglass offered the following amendment: .. 
Add to Section 1, in line 8, after the word, "terms," the following 

words, "prior to December 31, 1876." . . . 
. Adopted. . 
. The oill ordered engrossed. 

Sena.tor Smith moved to temyorarily postpone the pending bill· and to 
take up Senate Bill No. 255, The penitentiary reeumption net," with 
House amendmen~. · . 

Aleo, that the Sena.te concur in said nmcndmcnts. · 
Carried. · . 
The amendments concurred in. 
Senator Edwards, from Judiciary Committee No. 1, submitted the 

following report : 

Hon. Wells '1.Vumi:pson: Pl'esident pro teni. of the Senate: 

Your Judiciary Committee No. L to whom was r~ferred Senate Bill 
No. 400, "An Act to provide for the manner of purchasing fuel for the 

·use of the Legislature and other departments of the government (except 
the Judicial Department) by contract,' ' have carefully considered the 
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same, and instruct me to report the bill back, and recommend that it 
do pass. . · Eow .AaD8Jor (mnm:iUee. 

On motion of Senator Terrell, the rules were suspended,· pending 
Qusinesa wstponed, and House Bill No. 355, "An Ae~ tO a.mend an ac~ . 
entitled, An Act to organize the County Courts, and define the'ir powers 
and jurisdiction,' approved June 16,_1876," was taken up, and read first 
tim~ · · 

The committee amendments were adopted . 
. Senator Terrell moved to further suspend the rules and place the bill 

on its second reading. · 
Carried by the following Yote : . . 
YEAs-Senators· Ball, BlR.Ssingame, Brady, Brown, Crain, Douglass, 

Edwards, Francis, ·Ford, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, Mc
Culloch, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe; Smith, Stephens, Storey, Tenell, 
Thompson-22. 

NAYs-None. 
NOT.VOTING-Senators Burton, ·:rifoore-2. 
Bill read second time and passed to a. third reading. 
On motion of Senator 'l'errell, the rules were further· suspended, to 

place the bill on its third reiiding, by the following vote: . 
. · YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brady, Brown, Crain, Douglass; 
Edwards, Francis, Ford, Gritee, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, Mc
Culloch, .Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Stephens, Storey, Terrell, 
Thompson-23. 

NAYS-None. · 
NOT VOTING-Senator Ilurton-:-1. 
Bill read third time and pnssed by the following vote: 
YEAS- Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brady, Brown, Crain, Douglass, 

Francis, Ford, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, McCulloch, 
Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Stephens, Storey, Terrell, Thomp-
son,-22. · 

NAYS-None. 
NOT VOTING-Senators Burton, Edwards-2. 
Senate Bill No. 394 was resumed. 

· President pro tern. in the chair. 
Senator Douglass moved to suspend the rules nnd place the bill on ' 

its third reading. 
Carried by the following vote: 
YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brady, Brown, Crain Douglass, 

Edwards, Ford, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, ~cCnlloch; 
Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Stephens, Storey, Terrell, Thomp· 
son-22. · 

NAYS-None. . 
No'l' VOTING-Senators Burton, Francis-2. 
Bill read third time and passed by the following vote: 
YEAS-Senators Ball, Bl:i!!Singame, Brady, Brown, Crain, Douglass, 

Edwards, Francis, Ford,' Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, 
McCulloch, Moore; Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Stephens, Stor~y, Ter· 
rel]i Thompson-23 . 
. .NAYS-None. 

NOT VoTING-Senator Burton-1. 
On motion of Senator Crnin, the rules were suspended, and Senate 

Joint Re8olut.ion No. 334, "Providing for the leasing and care of the 
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bloc~ or lot of land in the city of Austin, lying north of the State. CapJ 
itol., and known on the m_!lJ> of said city, now on file in the General 

. Land Office, as, 'College Hill,'" was taken up, and read first time. · . 
The substitute recommended by the committee was adopted. . · 
Senator Smith moved to suspend the rules and· place tne · resolut.iqn . 

on its second reading. 
Carried, by tM following vote: . · 
YEAS-Senators Ball, Brady, Brown, Crain, Douglass, Edwards, Ford, 

Grace, Henry J. R.1 Ledbetter, McCormick, McCulloch, Moore, Piner, 
Ripetoe, Smith, Stepnens, Storey, Terrell, Thompson-20. . · 

NAYS-Senator Blassiugn.me-1. 
NoT VOTING-Senators Burton, Francis, Motley-3. 
Bill read second time. 
Senator.Piner offered the following amendment: . 
"Provided, That if said company shall fail, neglect or refuse to com· 

ply with the terms of this reso1ution, then they shall forfeit all right io 
the privileges and land granted them in this resolution.it · 
. Adopted. . 

Senator Smith offered ·the following: 
"SEc. 2. After the word, "State," in line 4, insert, "school or 

college." 
. Adopted. . 
Senator Terrell offered tl;ie follo,ving nmendment: . 
"No contract shall be made under this resolution which ·will, !n the 

opinion of the Governor, permit a structure . to be erected that would 
impair or injure the value of the forty acres for University purposes." 

Adopted, and resolution ordered engrossed. 
Senator Crain moved to further suspend the rules and place the bill 

on its third reading. 
Cnrried, by the following vote: · 

. YEAS-Senators Ban, Blassingame, Brady, Burton, Crain DouglnBs, 
Edwards, Ford,"Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, ~!cCulloch, 
Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Stephens, Storey, Terrell, Thomp
son-22. 

NAYS-None. 
NoT VOTING-Senators Burton, Fraucis-2. . 
Resolution read third time and passed by the following vote: 
YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brady, Brown, Crain, Douglass, 

Edwards, Ford, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, McCullocp, 
Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, St~phens, Storey, Terrell, 'l.'homp-
son-22. · · 

NAYs-None. 
Nar VOTING-Senators Bul'ton, Fra.ucis-2. 
Senator Grace, Chairman of Committee on Enrolled Bills, submitted 

the following report: 

Han. Wells Thompson, P!'esidem p1·0 tc?n. of the Senate : 

Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully examined, compared 
and found correctly enrolled, Senate Bill No. 27 5, "An Act to encourage 
the construction of railroads in Texas by clqnntions of lands." The same 
has been properly signed and presented to the Govemor this day, at 
10:35 A. ;-.r., for his approval. · GRACE, Chairman. 
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Senator Piner, Chairman .of Judiciary Committee No. 2, submitted the 
following report: 

Hon. lVella Thampson, President pro tem. of the Senate: · 
Your Judiciary Committee No. 2, to whom was referred House Bill 

No. 218, entitled, "An Act to provide for the enforcement of contracts 
for labor," have ha.d the same under consideration, and report it back 
and recommend that it do not pass. PINER, Chairman. 

A message was received from the H ouse, announcing the passage by 
that body of the following bills : 

Senate Blll No. 29-!' An Act to fix the time of holding the next elec-
tion." · · 

Senate Bill No. 224-" An Act to punish drunkenness." 
Senate Bill No. 284-" An Act to authorize the Clerk of the Court of 

Appeals to uppoint a deputy." 
Substitute for House Bill No. 311-" An Act to provide for the ju

. dicial forfeiture of charters, and prescribing the duties of the Attorney
General in relation thereto." 

House Joint Resolution No. 435-" Authorizing n sale and lease of, 
and cession of jurisdiction over, cert.a.in lnnds to the United States, for 
the erection of a fort, arsenal, barracks, military station and camp." 

That the House concurs in Senate amendments to House 'Bill No. 
414-" An Act to provi~e for the manner of filling vacancies in the 
office of District or Co\lnty ClerkE> in such counties as have elected but 
one Clerk, and to validate their acts." 

That the House has appointed as a Committee of Free Conference 
on Senn.ta Bill No. 137, "An Act to regulate the fees of all the officers 
in the St:i.te," Representatives Chesley, Kinnison and Chambers. 

That the H ouse has adopted Senate Concurrent Resolution to adjourn 
sine die on Monday, August 21st, at 12 o'clock M. . 

On motion of Senator Edwards, the rules were suspended, and House 
Bill No. 437, " An Act to better regulate grand jµries an.d juries in civil 
and criminal c~es in the courts of the State, and to a.mend Sections 9 
and 17 of ap act entitled, "An Act to regulat~ grand juries and juries in 
ch·il and criminal cases in the courts of the State,' approve'd August 1, 
1876," was taken up, and read first time. 

On motion of Senator Edwards, the rules were suspended, to place 
' the bill on its second reading, by the·following vote: · 

YEAS-Senators .Ball, Blassingame, Brown, Crain, Douglass, Edwards, 
Francis, Ford, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCulloch, Moore, Mot
ley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Storey, Terrill!, Thompson-20. 

NAYS-Senator Brady-1. · 
NoT Vorn:w-Senators Burton, McCormick, Stephens-3. 
The bill was then read second time. · 
Senator Terrell offered the followin<Y amendment: i · 
Amend Section 12 by inserting a.'ft;r the word," act," where it first 

occurs, the following, viz.: "as well as an act entitled, 'An Act to regu
late ~rand juries and juries in civil and criminal cases in the courts 
of this State,' approved August 1, 1876," and inserting after the word, 
"act,'' when it last occurs, the words, •r as well as the act t.o which this 
is supplementa.ry." 

Adopted. 
The bill then passed to a third rending. 



'On motion of Senator Edwards,;the rules were further suspended, to 
plMe the bill on its third reading, by the following vote : 

YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brown, Crain, Douglass, Edwards, 
Ford, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, McCulloch, Moore, 
.Mot.ley, Piner, Smith, Storey, Terrell, Thompson-19. 

NAYS-Senators Brady, Burton-2. 
NoT VoTING-Senators Francis, Ripetoe, Stephens-3. 
Senator Edwards moved a call of the Senate . 
.Seconded. 
Roll called. 
ABSENT-Senator Stephen~. 
Pending the call, the bill went to the table. 

· A message was received from the House, announcin& that that body 
bad passed Senate Bill No. 393: "An Act supplemental to, and amend
atory of, 'An Act to make appropriation for the fiscal year beginning 
Septemper 1, 1875, and ending August 31, 1876, and previoqs yep.rs;'" 

On motion of Senator Edwards, the rules were suspended, and House 
·Bill No. 311, "An Act to provide for the judicial forfeiture of charters, 
and prescribing the duties of the Attorney-General in relat.ion thereto," 
was taken up, and read first time. 

On motfon of Senator Ball, the bill was referred to Committee on In
ternal Improvements, with instructions to report at as early an hour as 
possible; also, that fifty copies of the bill be printed and made the 
special order for to-morrow morning at 10 o'clock, and from day to day 
. until disposed of. . . · 

On motion of Senator Edwards, the rules were suspended, and House 
Bill No. 339, "An Act to provide for the speedy assessment and collec
tion of taxes upon land and real estate in cases where such property has 
been subject by law to taxation, but the assessment. there9f has been 
omitted," was taken up !ind rend second time. 

Senator Ball offered the following amendment: 
Add to Section 1 the following: • Provid~d, that all the lands in this 

State and on which the taxes are unpaid are hereby assessed with all 
the taxes accrued thereon, in ratio to the taxation in the severai counties 
of this State, for the several years the taxes are unpaid, according to 
the average value of such lands in the several counties for the respec
tive years said taxes are unpaid, and the same shall .be a lien on the 
lands until said taxes nre paid as required by this n.ct." 

Senator Smith in the chair. · 
The Senate being announced full, the consideration of House Bill No. 

437 (the jury law) \\las resumed, read third ti1~e and passed by the fol-
lowing vote: . 

YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassin~ame, Brown, Burton, Crain, Douglass, 
Edwards, FrA.nci~, Ford, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCormick, Mc
Culloch, Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Stephens, Storey, Terrell, 
Thompson-23. 

NAYS-Senator Brady-1. 
The consideration of House Bill No. 339 wn.s . resumed, the pending 

question being the a,mendment of Senator Ball. 
Senator Piner offered the following as an amendment to Senator 

Ball's amendment: 
Amend the amendment by striking out the words, "are hereby 
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assessed," and i~serting in lieu thereof the wqrds, "shall be assessed by 
the Assessor of the county in which the land is situated." . · 

Accepted by Senator Ball. · 
Senator Ripetoe offered the following as an nmendment to the 

amendment: 
"PrwUi.ed, That this act shall not be so construed as to date back 

further than January 1, 1876," 
Lost. 
Senator Ball's amendment, as amended, was then adopted. 
Senator Crain offered the following amendment: 
Strike out Section 7, and insert in lieu thereof the following: 
"SEc. 7. That, owing tO the near approach of the close of this ses

sion of the Legislature, and that a law may be enacted to make tax
ation bear equally upon all property in this State, an imperative pub
lic necessity exists for the suspension of the rule, in order to immedi
ately place this bill upon its tinal passage." 

Adopted . . 
Senator Douglass offered th.e following amendment: 
Am~nd Section 6, by adding the following: · 
"PrO'Uided, That the owner of such unrendered land and real estate, 

or bi~ agent, shall, upon the payment of all taxes due upon the same, 
since the first day of January, A. D. 1873, prior to the commencement 
of proceedings for the collection of the same, by the Collector of Taxes, 
under this section, receive full and complete acquittance from all de · 
mands from the State for such delinquent taxes." 

Adopted. 
Senator Storey offered the following amendment: 
Add to Senator Douglass' amendment: ".And 11rovided farther, that 

nothing in this ac;:t shall be construed to authorize or permit the se.le of 
the property of one person for the taxes due by any other person, 
where no assessment was made prior to the transfer of said property." 

Lost by the following vote: 
Y:li:AS-Senators Brady, Brown, Burton, Edwards, Ford, McCormick, 

McCulloch, Storey Terrell-9. · · . 
NAYS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Douglass, Francis, Grace, Ledbet

ter; Moore, Motley, Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, Stephens-14. 
Senn.tor Burton offered the following a.mendml:lnt: 

· " Provided. That this act shall not be so construed to date back 
further than· January 1, 1875." 

Lost. . 
Senator J. R. Henry in the chair. 
The bill then passed to a third reading by the following vote: 
YEAS-Senators Ball, Blassingame, Brown, Burt-Ou, Crain, DouglaF.s, 

Francis, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCulloch, Moore, Motley, 
Piner, Smith, Stephens, Storey, Terrell-18. 

NAYS-Senators Brady, Brown, Edwards, McCormick, Ri.eetoe-4. 
NoT VOTING-Senators Ford, Thornpson-2: 
Senator Burton moved to suspend the rules, to place the bill- on its 

third reading. 
I,ost by the following vote (it taking a four-fifths vote to suspend): . 
YEAS-Senators 13all, Blassingame, Brown, Burton, Crain, Douglass" 

Francis, Grace, Henry J. R., Ledbetter, McCulloch, Moore, Motley, Piner, 
Smith, Stephens, Storey, Terrell-18. 
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NAYS-:-Senators Brady, Brown, Edwar.ds, McCormick, Ripetoe-5. 
N<Yf V <>TINa~·ei:iatots Ford, Tliompson-2. · · . 
Preeident·pro tern. in: tlie· cliair. . . · · . 
On motion ofSenatotJ. R. Henry, the rules wer~suspended,ahdSen-

ate Bill No . .388, "An .Act to change the Tenth, Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Judicial Dietticta, and to create the Twenty-eighth .T udicial District,· and 
fix the terms of court in the same," was taken up and read third time; 

.On motion of Senator Stephe_ns, the ~ill was referred .to a speci~ com
mittee of three Senators, with instructions to report this afternoon at 4 
~ook · · . 

Senatore Storey, Henry J. R. and Stephens, were appointed by the 
President pro tem. as said committee: 

On motion of Senator Brown; House substitute fo.r Senate Bill No. 
343, "An Act to amend an act entitled, 'An Act for the protection of the 
wool-growing interests of the State," approved May 2, 1874, was taken: 
up read second time, and passed to a third reading. · 
· 6n motion of Sena.tor Blassingame, the Senate adjourned until 4 

o'clock P. M. 

AFTERNOON SESSION. 

· Senate met pursuant to adjournment. President pro tem. in the chair. 
Roll called. Quorum present. · 

The President pro tem., after reading their captions, signed the follow-
ing bills: · 

House Bill No. 37-"An Act regulating the duties of Tax Collectors 
in reference to the seizure and sale of property of delinquent tax-pay
ers, a:nd to define the further duties, powers, qualifications, and liabili
ties of Collectors of Taxes, and to regulate their compensation." 

Senate Bill No. 262-"An Act to reserve from location, in the even.t 
of forfeiture, of the public domain now reserved for the benefit of rail
roads and railroad com~anies." 
· Senate Bill No. 393-- 'An Act supplementary to, and amendatory of, 
an act to make an a:ppropriatiop. for the fiscal year, beginning .Septem
ber 1, 1875, and endmg August 31, 1876, and previous years." 

Senate Bill.No. 330- "An Act to provide District and Count! Sur
veyors with offices in various districts and counties of the State.' 

Senate Bill .No. 104-"An Act to regulate fees of Committing Magis-
trates and Sheriffs in Committing Courts." · 
· A message was received from the House, announcing the passage by 
. tbat body of the following bills: · 

House Bill No. 428-'~An Act to amend Section 1 of an act entitled, 
'An Act for the benefit of acLual occupunt.8 of the public lands,'" ap
proved May 26, 1873. · · 

Also, that the House has concurred in Senate amendments to House 
Bill No. 437-:-"An Act to regulate juries anc;l grand juries in criminal 
and civil cases, and to amend Sections 9 and 17 of 'An Act to regulate 
grand juries,'" etc., approved August 1, 1876. 

Senator Storey, Chairman of the special committee appointed on 
Senate Bill No. 388, submitted the following report: 

Hon. Wells Thompson, Presider,J, pro tem. of the Senate: 
Your Special Committee appointed to consider Senate Bill No. 388• 
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Jc An Act to change the Tenth, Twelfth and Thirteenth Judicial Districts, 
.and to create t,he Twenty-eighth Judicial District, and to fix the". terms 
of court in the same," have had the sa.m~ under consideration, and 1 
am instructed by a majority of the committee to return the bµI with 
the following amendments, and to recommend that the same, as amended, 
do pass. : STOREY, Chairman. 

Amend the caption by adding: "And to provide for the election of a 
.Judge for said Twen~y-eighth 'Judicial District." · 

Strike out in Section 6, page 4, all after the word; "week,') in line 8, 
·down to the word, "for," in line 11, and insert the ~ollowi.ng: "In the 
<:aunty of Erath on the fourteenth Mondays after the first Mondays in 
March and September, and may continue in session one week; in the 
<:ounty of Eastland on the fifteenth Mondays after the first Mondays in 
March and September, and may continue in session one \Veek." 

"SEC. 9. That the Governor of the State be, and he is hereby authorized 
and requested within ten days after the passage.to issue his proclamation 
for an election of a .Judge of the Twenty-eig.hth Judicial District, who 
shall hold his office until the next genera.I election, ahd until his suc
cessor shall be elected and qualified." 

Number the present"Section No. 9, as No. 10. 
'J'.he said Senate Bill No. 388, "An Act to change the Tenth, Twelfth 

and' Thirteenth Judicial District.':! and create the Twenty-eighth Judicial 
Distript, and fix the terms of court in the same," being the unfinished 
business, was taken up, and the amendments of the committee adopted. 

Senator Stephens offered a substitute for the bill entitled, "An .Act io 
create the Twenty-eighth Judicial District and fix the times of holding 
the courts therein, and also for the election of a District Judge in 
said district." . 

Senator Moore moved the previous.question. 
Seconded, and the main question ordered . . 
The substitute of Senator Stephens wns lost by the following vote: 
YEAs---Senators Ball, Grace, Ledbetter, Motley, Stephens, Thomp

son-6. · 
N.AYs-Senators Blassingame, Brady1 Brown, Burton, Crain, Douglass, 

Edwards, Henry J. R., McCormick, McCulloch, Moore, Piner, Ri1>etoe, 
Smith, Storey, Terrell-t6. 

NoT VOTING-Senators Francis, Ford- 2. . 
The bill ordered engrossed. . 

· Senator Burton moved that the rules be suspended to.place the bill 
on its third reading. · . 

Lost by the foll0wing vote (four-fifths being necessary): . 
• YEAS-Senators Blassingame, Brady, Brown, Burton, Crain, Douglass, 
Edwards, Francis, Ford, Henry J. R., McCormick, McOulloch, Moore, 
Piner, Ripetoe, Smith, 8torey, 'ferr£-ll, Thompson-19. 

NAYs......:.Senators Ball, Grace, Ledbetter, Motley, Stephens-5: 
Senator Grace, Chairman of the Committee on Enrolled Bills, submit

ted the following report : 

Hon. Well$ Thompson, PreEident pro tem. of tM Senate: 
Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have carefully examined, com

pared and found correctly enrolled, Sena te Bill No. 330, eatitled, "An 
Act to provide :pistrict and County Surveyors with offices in vMious 
districts and counties of the State;" also, Senate Bill No. 393, entitled, 
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"An Act supplemental to, and· amendatory of, an act entitled, 'An Act 
to make an appropriation for the fiscal year beginning September 1, 18751 

and ending August 31, 1876, and previous years;" also, Senate Bill No. 
262, entitled, "An Act to reserve from lvcation, in the event of forfeitl 
ure, of the public domain now reserved for the benefit· of railroads 
and railroad companies; " also, Senate Bill 104, entitled, "An Act to 
regulate fees of Committing Magistrates and Sheriffs in Committing 
Courts." The same have been properly signed and presented to the 
Govenior this day, at 5:05 o'clock P. M., for his approvri.1. 

GRACE, Chairman. 
On motion of Senator Burton, the rules were.suspended, and Senate 

Joint Resoltition No. 396, "To authorize the Governor to send a com
mittee of three Senators to Wharton county to investigate the late dis
turbances· in said county," was taken up, together with the re~ort of 
the Committee on State Affairs recommending that the resolution do 
not pass, nod read first time. · 
· Senator Burton moved that. the report be rejected. 

Pending the discussion, on motion of Senator Smith, the Senate ad
journed until 8 o'clock to·night. 

NIGHT SESSION. 
Senate met pursuant to adjournment. The President pro tem. in the 

cha.ir. Roll called. No quorum present. · 
Senator Ledbetter moved to adjourn until to7mo1Tow morning at 9 

o'clock. · 
Lost. 
Senator Ledbetter moved to adjourn for hnlf an hour. 
~~ . . 
Senator Brady moved to adjourn until 8:55 to-morrow morning. 
Lost. 
Senator Crain moved to adjourn until 9:05 to-morrow morning. 
Lost. 
Senator Smith moved to adjourn until to-morrow mornjng at 8:4.S 

o'clock. 
Carried. 
The· Senate then adjourned. 

ONE HUNDRED AND THIRD DAY: 
SENATE CHAMBER, } 

AUSTIN, TEXAS, August 17, 1876. . 
Senate met pursuant to adjournment. Roil called. No quorum pres-

ent. · . . 
At 9:15 A. M., a quorum was announced present. 
President pro tern.. in the chair. Roll called. Quorum present. Prayer 

by the Chaplain. 
Journal of yesterday adopted. 
The President pro tem., after reading their captions, signed the follow-· 

ing bills: 
Senate Bill No. 29-" An Act to fix. the time for holding the next 

general election." 
Senate Bill No. 227-" An Act to punish drunkenness." 


